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FIVE-TIME GRAMMY AWARD WINNER 
EDDIE PALMIERI PERFORMS AT THE CMA 

CLEVELAND On Oct. 15, 1999, visionary maestro of Latin music Eddie Palmieri will 

headline the opening concert of the museum’s new VIVA! Performing Arts Festival, 
which offers the finest in traditional and contemporary world music and dance. Palmieri will 
present a program of salsa, bomba, and Latin jazz. The concert will take place at 7:30 
p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. With nearly 400 subscriptions taking over half the seats already, 
price class A has sold out, leaving a limited number of single tickets for the performance 
available at $24 ($21 for CMA members). Advance purchase is strongly recommended by 
calling 1-888-CMA-0033. 

For three decades a leader of salsa and jazz orchestras, Palmieri has performed in 
Europe, Japan, and Latin America, showcasing his elite group of musicians from New York 
and Puerto Rico and his own myriad musical styles. His voluminous discography includes 
more than 30 titles. In 1988, the Smithsonian Institution recorded and documented two of his 
performances for its catalogue of the National Museum of American History in Washington, 
D.C., and in 1998, the Heineken Jazz Festival in San Juan, Puerto Rico, bestowed on him an 
honorary doctorate degree from the Berklee College of Music. Palmieri also served as a 
consultant to Paul Simon on his 1990 release, Rhythm of the Saints. 

Born in Spanish Harlem in 1936, Eddie Palmieri’s musical studies began early — and 
for Hispanic New Yorkers of his generation, music was also a vehicle out of “El Barrio. At 
the tender age of 1 1, Palmieri made his debut at Carnegie Hall, a venue as far away from “El 
Barrio” as he could imagine. After a brief period of playing the timbales in his uncle s 
orchestra, Palmieri returned to the piano at age 15, and as he explains, “ ... it was good-bye 
timbales and back to the piano until this day. I’m a frustrated percussionist, so I take it out on 

the piano.” 

Palmieri’s professional career began in the 50s, and he played with Eddie Forrester s 
Orchestra, Johnny Segui, and Tito Rodriguez before forming his own group, Conjimto La 
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Perfecta, in 1961. They were often referred to as “the band with the crazy roaring elephants” for their configuration 
of two trombones (instead of trumpets, rarely done in Latin music at the time), flute, percussion, bass, and vocalist. , 
Conjunto La Perfecta soon joined the ranks of Machito, Tito Puente, Tito Rodriguez, and other Latin orchestras of 
the day. 

Afro-Cuban rhythms are the core of Palmieri’s richly structured music. He counts among his influences his 
older brother Charlie, the late legendary salsa pianist; Jesus Lopez, Chapotin, and other Cuban players of the 1940’s; 
as well as such jazz luminaries as Horace Silver, Art Tatum, Herbie Hancock, Miles Davis, Bobby Timmons, and 
Bill Evans. 

The next concert in the VIVA! series is Nrityagram, Odissi Dancers of India, on Friday, Nov. 19. 
Subscriptions are still available for the complete series. For more information, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit the 
CMA website at www.clemusart.com. 

Promotional support for VIVA! Performing Arts Festival is provided by WCLV 95/5. 
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